IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF _____________ COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA







]

__________________,


]

]

Plaintiff,


]

]
CA NO: ___________ 

vs.





]

]


__________________,


]

]

Defendant.


]





]

Order For Appointment of Guardian Ad Litem
It appearing to this Court that the above-styled action has been filed, and it further appearing to this Court that one of the issues raised concerns the custody and visitation of the minor child of the parties, ___________________, and it further appearing to this Court that a Guardian ad Litem should be appointed pursuant to O.C.G.A. §29-4-7, to represent the best interest of the minor child.


IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Four Points, Inc. Guardian ad Litem Program  is appointed to serve as Guardian ad Litem for the minor child(ren) of the parties, and shall represent the best interests of the child(ren) before this Court.  The Guardian ad Litem shall be an officer of the Court and shall assist the Court in reaching a decision as to which party shall be awarded temporary and/or permanent legal custody of said minor child(ren) and how visitation should be awarded and conducted.  In order to perform the function, the Guardian ad Litem shall have full right and authority to completely investigate all aspects of the case and to interview all parties and other person with an interest in the custody, visitation, maintenance, and/or education of the minor child(ren) upon request by the Guardian ad Litem with reasonable notice.  In the event that a party or other person shall refuse to cooperate or be interviewed, the Guardian ad Litem shall so report to the Court and shall prepare the case without assistance of the party or witness unless the Court otherwise directs.


The Guardian ad Litem shall have the right to inspect all records relating to the minor child maintained by the Clerk of this Court, the Department of Family and Children Services, the Juvenile Court, any school, hospital, doctor or other mental health provider, and any other social or human services agency without necessity of written consent by the parents or the Court.  This Order authorizes any individual or organization to release those records to the Guardian ad Litem.  The Guardian ad Litem shall have the right upon reasonable notice to examine any residence wherein any person seeking custody purposes to house the minor child(ren).  The Guardian ad Litem is entitled to request financial, medical, mental health, criminal, or other records of the parties.  The Guardian ad Litem may request this Court to order examination of the child(ren) by a medical or mental health professional, if appropriate.


The Guardian ad Litem shall be entitled to notice of, and shall be entitled to participate in all hearings, trials, investigation, depositions or other proceedings concerning the child(ren) and counsel for both parties are responsible for ensuring that Guardian ad Litem receives notice at the earlier possible time.  The Guardian ad Litem shall be served with copies of all pleadings, notices, discovery, reports and any other documents filed in this action.


The Guardian ad Litem shall be notified of and shall participate in settlement negotiations and offers of settlements as they affect the best interests of the child(ren).


The Guardian ad Litem shall be paid at the rate of $30.00 per hour and $.30 per mile.  The court will make a determination as to how payment shall be made at the conclusion of the case.


Any written report to the Court by the Guardian ad Litem shall be furnished to counsel for the parties. 


This appointment of the Guardian ad Litem shall last until such times as the matter pertaining to custody, visitation, maintenance or education in the this action are settled, dismissed or otherwise adjudicated.


This ____ day of ___________, 20___.






_____________________________






Superior Court Judge






Lookout Mountain Judicial Circuit

Order prepared by:

____________________

